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BLIND  JACK, 


OF  KNARESBOROUGH. 


Li  fit/ 


THE  LIFE  OF 

BLIND  JAC  K, 

OF  KNA&ESBOBQUGH. 
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John  Metcalp  was  Born  at  Knaresborough,  on 
the  15th  of  August,  1717.  When  four  years  old 
he  was  put  to  school  by  his  parents,  who  were 
working-people,  arid  continued  at  school  two 
years:  he  was  then  seized  with  the  smatil-po.?^0 
which  rendered  him  totally  blind,  though  all  pos'-i'  u 
sible  means  were  used  to  preserve  Iris  sight. 1  • 
About  six  months  after  recovering  from  the 
small-pox,  he  was  able  to  go  from  his  father’s 
house  to  the  end  -of  the  street,  «ftd  return  with¬ 
out  a  guide.  In  the  -space  of  three  yebrs  ‘he^raS 
able  to  find  his  way  to  any  part  of  the  ttWrAdf ' 
Knares borough,  and  bad  bagun  to  <*soM?tate  with 
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boys  of  his  own  age,  going  with  them  to  seek 
birds’  nests  ;  and  for  his  share  of  the  eggs  and 
young  birds ,  he  was  to  climb  the  trees,  whilst  his 
companions  waited  at  the  bottom,  to  direct  him 
to  the  nests,  and  to  receive  what  he  should  throw 
down ;  and  from  this  he  was  soon  able  to  climb 
any  tree  that  he  could  grasp.  He  would  now 
gamble  into  the  lanes  and  fields  alone*  to  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  two  or  tliree  miles,  and  return. 

His  father  keeping  horses,  he  learned  to  ride, 
and  in  time  became  an  able  horseman  :  a  gallop 
being  his  favourite  pace.  His  parents,  having 
other  children,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  had  John 
taught  music,  at  which  he  proved  very  expert ; 
though  he  had  conceived  more  taste  for  the  cry 
of  the  hound  or  harrier  than  the  sound  of  any 
music.  When  about  fourteen  years  old,  his  ac¬ 
tivity  of  limbs,  and  the  good  success  with  which 
his  exploits  were  usually  attended,  consoled  him 
so  greatly  for  the  deprivation  of  sight,  that  he 
was  led  to  imagine  that  it  was  in  his  power  to 
undertake  any  thing  without  danger.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  adventure,  however,  caused  him  to  alter 
bis  opinion  of  its  value. 

There  happened  to  be  a  plum-tree  a  little  way 


frorri':  Xharesbbfbttgh,  Vhere  HTrdf&hdd  beetr  a 
house  formerly.  One  Sunday,'  Metcalf  and  his 
companions  (who  were  skilled  irt  matters  of  tlkfs 
sort),  would  go  there  to  get  some  of  the  frtrit. 
In  these  cases  Metcalf  w'ds  always  appointed  to 
ascend,  for  the  purpose  of  shaking  the  trees.  He 
Was  accordingly  sent  up  to  his  post ;  but  in  the 
height  of  tire  business,  his  companions  gathering 
below,  were  suddenly  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  the  owner  of  the  tree,  and  prepared  to  quit 
the  ground  with  all  expedition.  Metcalf,  thus 
left  to  himself,  soo.v  understood  how  matters 
were  going,  though  the  wind  was  high,  which 
prevented  him  from  hearing  distinctly  ;  and; 
being  inclined  to  follow  his  comrades,  in  making 
his  retreat  he  fell  into  a  graVel  pit,  and  cut  a 
large  gash  iii  his  face,  without,  hoWeVer,  receiving 
any  other  injury  than  a  stun,  which  for  some  time 
hindered  his  b.eathing,  and  kept  him  motionless 
On  the  ground.  His  father  being  rather  sevdre, 
Metcalf  was  afraid  to -go  ‘home,  lest  *  his  wound 
should  lead  to  a  discovery  of  the  prank  he  had 
beien  engaged  in. 

Soon  after  this  (though  not 
he  and  some  other  boys  were  6 


asily  dismayed), 

4 Uiijui x tr¬ 
iple  tely  alarmed*^ 
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The  cburcb-porch  of  Knacesborough.  . being  the 
usual  place  of*  their  meeting*  ,they  one  mghjt,,he>- 
^eu  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock,  assembled  there. 
Metcalf  being  generally  the  chief  prpjector  of 
their  plans  :  they  determined  to  rob, an  orchard; 
which  being  done,  they  returned  to  the  church- 
porch  to  divide  their  booty.  Befo  re  their  return 
a  circumstance  had  happened  to  which  they -were 
strangers,  but  to  the  discovery  of  which,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  little  incident  led,  though  not  immediately. 
There  being  a  large  ring  to  the  church-door, 
which  turned  for  the  purpose  of  lifting  the  latch, 
one  of  the  party  took  hold  of  it,  and  by  way  of 
bravado  gave  a  loud  rap,  calling  out,  “  A  tankard 
of  ale  here.”  A  voice  from  within  answered 
very  loudly,  “  Yo,u  are  at  the  wrong  house.” 
This  so  stupified  the  whole  convoy,  that  none  of 
them  could  move  for  some  time.  At  length 
Metcalf  said,  “Did  you  not  hear  somethin 
speak  in  the  church  ?”  Upon  this  they  all  took 
to  their  heels,  and  ran  till  they  got  out  of  the 
church-yard,  Metcalf  running  as  fast  as  any,,  of 
them.  The  cause  of  this  panic  was  , in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  sexton  being  engaged  in  some  per¬ 
formance  at  that  untimely  hour. 


3*IkhU  the  froftif?' $1*,'  Metcalf  tmmgrthm  fou»* 
taw  yens  ofxge,  «i«nimb*r  wiinifthd bpy*: 
made  a  practice  of  swimming  in  the  river  Nktay 
where  there  dte  ebntedfeftt !  fbrtfcat 

piWpdse.  MetddfV^H^^o  ■leam  that  M, 
joined  the  patty,  and  becaftte  to  very  expert  tbit 
hi»^nrpankmsiaMlndt  ctft^se^Oftbrtfe^hfet-liitti, 
it  tafiH  C^tmn  to^ei^  lfhem^endHtwtti  !to 
thebffitom,  and  stvfm  dver  therh  byway  of  3i-  4 
v&t&iati.  About  this  ttrte  a  soidter  hmd  another 
mahwere  dtowned  hrthe  abtfVfc  dgepst  the  for- 
mer,itwassapj»sed,  war  ffikenwrfhthe  cramp  : 
thfe latter  emiM  naififwim.  -’SkeUOt W^aetrtfbr 
to  ^dtHip  ihfe  liddiea ;  ‘kttt  sft  the  fortrt&  tittte  of 
diving  he  succeeded  in  bringing  tip  that  tif  the 
soMiert  iftifch,  rthctf  fffited4o  thc'sttitocfe,  Other  J? 
svriffirnefscatried  on  shore )  ‘biit  lfofe  hid  quite 
left'ft.  The*other  Mfly'Ctould  Obtifcehije  IbffidF. 

'fhfere  ate  veryft-eqnem  floods  in  'the  river 
Niddi  and  it  is  aiettin&atflb  feet,  that  to  rile 
deep  places  there  dte  eddies,  or  affine  oflibr  cause  •  - 
of  attraction,  which  will  draw  to  the  bottom*  any 
substnhte,  <tm&&  light; ^hiffii  'come*  wfthin 
their  t^h^ef  action .  l&rge^pieetes  of  timber 

1  rift  gjllLiiiiHia  :i4taltr»  L  r  . 
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these,  on  coming  over  the  deep  places,  were 
stopped  for  the  space  of  a  moment,  and  then 


sunk* 


7/> 


Some  time  after  this,  Metcalf  happened  to  be 
at  the  house  of  one  Green,  an  innkeeper.  Two 
persons  then  present  had  a  ^  dispute  in  reference 
to  some  sheep,  which  one  of  them  had  put. into 
the  pipfold.  The  owner  of  the  sheep  appeared 
to  be  ill-treated  by  the  other  party,  who  wished 
to  take  an  unfair  advantage.  Metcalf  perceiving 
that  they  were  not  likely  to  agree  about  the  da¬ 
mages,  bade  diem  good  night,  saying  he  was  going 
to  Knaresborough ;  but  it  being  about  the  dead 
time  of  night,  he  was  firmly  resolved  to  do  a 
little  friendly  business  before  he  should  go  home. 
The  pinfold  being  walled  round,  he  climbed  over  } 
and  getting  hold  of  the  sheep,  one  by  one,  ,  he 
fairly  tossed  them  over  the  wall.  The  difficulty 
of  the  service  increased  as  the  number  grew  less, 
not  being  so  ready  to  catch :  he  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  deterred,  hatefully  completed  die 
exploit,  .  )lV 

At  the  Royal  Oak  (now  the  Granby),  in  par¬ 
ticular,  scenes  of  mirth  were  often  going  forward  *., 


landlord’s  daughters.  In  the  summer  he  often 
used  to  run  his  horse  for  the  petty  plates  or  prizes 
given  at  the  feast  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  on 
all  these  occasions,  when 


her  power,  she  was 
sure  to  attend  with  her  female  friends,  and  Would 
offer  her  assistance  in  getting  a  little  corn  for  his 
race-horses  and  hunters,  as  her  father  had  always 
a  quantity  by  him  ;  and  Metcalf  began  to  won¬ 
der  much  at  it.  She  acted  as  chamber-maid,  and 
would  frequently  ask  him  to  sit  down,  and  would 
sit  down  by  him,  and  ask  him  to  have  a  little  negus 
or  some  other  liquor.  By  frequent  intercourse  the 
lady  and  Metcalf  became  very  intimate;  and  this 
intimacy  produced  mutual  regard  and  confidence. 
Her  mother  being  a  high-spirited  woman,  had 
brought  up  her  daughters,  as  she  hoped  at  least* 


3* in>e^^  “Jr 

must  tell  Hichayd  Mary  will,  be  here?  ?^such 

a  day.”  Jfet  wither  w,ouid  perhaps  ask.  “  Who 

•  '•  *  «W'  >W  -‘io' ,  '•  J-'  ni  ff.2nJ  ”;"ciVm 

is  that?  To  which  she would,  reply  that  ilf.was 

a  young  woman  who,  had  tp  meet,  her  brother 
there.  But  u,  the  day  appointed  by  Metcalf  was 
not  convenient,  shp  would  say.  that  “  Richard  had 
called,  and  had  left  w  ord  that  Mary  should  call 
again  at  such  a  tinje meaning  the  time  she 
wished  Metcalf  to  come,:  ,and  as  she  commonly 
fastened  the  doors,  when  she  expected  him  .  she 
always  lett  a  door  or  window  open..  One  nignt, 

r  '  •  ..  ;;  jioitpj n  •  R  ■ 

1  n. particular,  Metcalf  having,,  jn  consequence,  of 


fte  then  pursued  His  way.  up  stairs,  and  die  gjirj 
conducted  him  to  a  bed -room. 

In  the  year  17S8,  Metcalf  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  the  height  of  six  feet  obe 
inch  and  a  half,  and  was  remarkably  robust 
withall.  At  that  time  there  lived  at  Knaresbo- 
r?ngh  one  John  Bake,  a  man  of  ferocious  temper 
and  athletic  figure.  He  was  considered  in  the 
neighbourhood  as  a  champion,  &t  rather  bally  ; 
and  thus,  qualified,  was  often  employed  especially 
to  serve  writs  or  warrants  in  cases  where  despei- 
rate  resistance  was  expected.  Metcalf  going  one 
evening  with  a  friend  to  a  public- house,  they 
there  met  this  Bake ;  and  a  short  time  after,  Met¬ 
calf’s  friend  and  Bake  sat  down:  to  cards.  The 
Htter  took  some  money  off  the  table,  to  which  he 
was  not  entitled;  and  the  former  remonstrating 
On  the  injustice  of  Bake,  received  a  violent  blow* 
Metcalf  interposing  with  words  only  at  first,  Was 
treated  in  the  same  maimer ;  when,  instantly  en¬ 
tering  into  combat  with  this  ruffian,  he  bestowed 
upbii  Mns  such  discipline  as >  soon  extorted  a  cry 
for  mercy. 

Afooufcitftis  time.  Hr.  Chambers,  of  Ripon,h*d 
a  Wetbtimde  Hoteewhich  ho  used  to  fo&t  j  Imt 


finding  that  latterly  he  became  a  great  stumbl^r, 
he  exchanged  him  with  a  dealer;  who  took  him  to 
Harrogate  ;  and  meeting  with  Metcalf.  told  him 
be  had  an  excellent  hunter  to  fwH;  at  a  low  price. 
Metcalf  desired  to  try  how  the  horse  leaped  ;  and 
the  owner  agreeing,  he  mounted  hiWi,  and  found 
that  he  could  go  over  any  wait  the  height  cif  him¬ 
self,  when  saddled.  A  bargain  u  ns  roon  struck  ; 
and  this  happening  at  the  Queen’s  Head,  several 
gentlemen,  who  were  witnesses  of  the  horse’s  per¬ 
formance,  invited  Metcalf  to  accompany  them  two 
days  after,  to  •Belmont  Wood,  where  a  pack- of 
hounds  were  to  throw  off.  These  hounds  were 
the  joint  property  of  Francis  Trapps,  Esq.,  and 
bis  brother,  of  NTdd,  near  Ripley.  A  pack  su¬ 
perior  to  this  was  not  to  be  -found  in  the  kingdom; 
nor  were  the  owners  themselves  ever.  excelled  in 
their  attention  to  their  dogs  and  hunters. 

The  wished -for  day  arriving,  Metcalf  attended 
the  gentlemen^  and'  the  hounds  were  not  long  in 
finding.  The  fox  tookawa-y  to  FI  itmpton  Rocks ; 
but  finding  all  secure  there,  he  made  for  Stockeld 
Wood,  arid  found  n  atters  in  the  same  state  rs  fit 
Plumpton.  He  had'  then  run  'about  :£rx  miles. 
He  came  back,  ^nd  crossed -the  riyer 
the  Old  Abbey, , and  went  oh  ,  the  cast  side  of 
Knaresborough,  to  a' place  called  Ctrtey  GtMfilJ 
where  there  wfcr d’earfhs,  near  ScriVeu.*M<eWtflfki 
horse  carried  him  nobly  ;  pulling  bard,. amd.  yeip 
quiring  a  proportionate  resistance.  The  wind 
blew  high  :  Metcalf  lost  his  hat,  but  would7  riot 
stop  *to  recover  ft ;  arid  coming- fo  Tit  iStlw  Mill, 
nea?  Knaresborough,  hoi  rosojyedj  tff>(or.o*s>*ho 
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river  at  the.  Abbey  Mill/having  often  beforegone 
on  footover  thedam- stones. 

When  he  got  to  the  dans,  he  attended  to  the 
noise:  of- the  fall,  as  a  guide;  and  ^ranging  His 
horse  in  a  line  with  the  stones,  dadked  forward  tor 
some  pert  of  the  way ;  but  the;  stones  being  slip¬ 
pery  with,  a  kind  of  moss,  his  horse,  stumbled,  but 
recovered  this  and  a  second  blunder :  the  third 
time,  however,  floundering  completely,  away  went 
horse,  and  rider  into  the  dam.  Metealf  had  pre¬ 
sence  of  mind  to  disengage  his  feet  from  the  stir¬ 
rups  during  the  descent.;  but  both  the  horse  and 
himself  were,  imrtersed  over  head  in  'water.  He 
then  quitted  his- seat,  and  made; for*  the  opposite 
side,  the,  horse  following  him.  Having  secured 
his  nag,  he  laid  himself  down  on  his  back,  and 
held  up  his  heels,  to  let  the  water  run  autvof  his 
boots ;  which  done,  he  quickly  remounted,  and 
went  up  a  narrow  lane  which  leads  to  the  rood 
between  Knaresborough  and  Wetherby  ;  and 
crossing  the  Borougbbridge  road,  he  got  to  the 
Coney  Garths,  where  be  jfound  that  the  whipper- 
in  had  only  arrived  before  him.  Here  the*  fox 
had  earthed?  as  was  exacted;  and  the  other 
horsemen  (who  bad  gone  over  the  low  bridge/ and 
through  the  town),  after osotOO  time,  came  up. 
They  were  much .  surprised  at  finding:  Metcalf 
there;  and  attributed^  the  soaked  condition  of him¬ 
self  and  horte  to  profufee  sweating ;  nor  were  they 
undeceived  till  (giving:  up  the.  fox):  they  got  to 
ferfren,  where,  upon  an  explanation  of<  the  affair, 

o)  He  ^mbraced  thei  first  opportunity  of^-a  qecret 


— •*  ^T:-r  rrtl. 

HM.rl.w.  *W,„  Mbw  .  Wring 
thtmarral  aiyctmg  mat  fc»d',fea,!pj»11»  ^ 
adfeCT»*!il.fart:  m 

acquainted-  wrtb  ^f^lyrhw^soHeitwdliwi  mmse 

what  interest  he  had  in  hw  behalf.  Thtsv  wthen  mml 
knpvm  tottohdy  by  the  mahwf  h»t  hoar^J 
•wded  them  both  great  emortoeUneat.  The  nim 

*»eS^:3r  W“B*i4tWOn  ?  *«* 

weh nacqwuntoace:  with  her  mother  j»  to  beMnm 
a  psrdcalar  favour itey  and  not  siwpecfih*  thein- 

^ W  KT^iiSS!*  »d  the  young\d^  lfe 
pnahed  hmsuebuhkfy  p  an4,  «fter  a-^t  tiw 

oburotio*  o$  Knatau 
borough  andi  Kirb^oiTOr-Biow  '  ’ 

*1^”*  »PP°j«e1 


ag  to  retun,^  HbmogMe  .o,  b««kfc*,  ^ 
-  w*®i  readVy  wjtha  hamper:  #f 
nfachJatterrnnm  toiaee  often  ««&?«*  Kbit' 

W  ™«»V 


was  loudly  accosted  in  these  weeds :  SSSS 
toMpenkjwi^jww^,,.  HmJrifectSlta 


IMfHPlUllllli.il 
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fe»^4  there  hiefaVoorite,  vdW>  hadartitterffai- 
tber’slmaid td*<call  Wi»;'<*>Weifc;  laW^Wi&Tll, 
fcth©ttb.  g0»ftg-to  I UHW*  me*ry  dby to-nwreW: 
an  iUovjfe  t*e  fcldfei*f>  *Th0wflfcaR*  nevet'fld- 
>dfcr'ac  *iy  wed8fefg,’  replied  Aet^  Abb**  the 
fmmmp.'ydutt  fiaae  l  '  den*?*  *» 
^Jhtten>iiay  iw|«n^  mM  she,-  “as  wne  ftHb 
;w«ri>-  they  should:  o*«t  least,  Id®  net,  wish  things 
‘to(be  agtheyi  are  pt*vided‘-tl  could  with  things 
to>  be  done  another  wayi’  «What P  said  it, 
frhadk  thos  rather  hwe  me  r  canst  tbon  bear 
earring  .<  Ye*:’  said  she,  *witb  theeJ  em*!’ 
®w«  *»  thy  hand-then*  la*,  ;  sfcinfrw  skin  :  ft’s 

j|»*do*l#!*;iiiG  I  rS:.  ;  7vCii‘'.  n  od  •)  vtctA 

Thegivl*  who  had  called  Mfea  being  ppascat*,  He 
told;  hei^thatas*  shot  and)  Ut  horse  ware  did>  only 
witnesses  towhethadpaeeed,  hawould  fcifl  tile 
fiwt  wbo  wouldr-divnlge.it.  Theghdumde  aiply, 
‘  You  may  depend  upon  it  f  will  net  divelge  the 
Jittte*#  so  Jack  wee  not  afraid  of*  the*  fcowe. 
'Efieir  immediate  content-  waetorf*  Am  some  plait, 
aa  Mis*  Benson  wasaftiaid  ofhotDg'inuwedby^ar 
fiiepdsi  Jack,  verypromptat  aneatpedfenty  de¬ 
sired  Aat  she  would  that  sight*  idfew  *  eandfein 
one  of  Ae*  windbWo  ai  tbe*  old  house,  ae  soon  is 
the,  com  t  wasdear,  and  herself  ready*  to  set  off ; 
wfiichi  will  doefetfess-  appear  to*  thfe>  roodcr-a  vepy 
enfraerdmab^ signal  4p>«iblh|d  man ^but  be* find 
eonoeWed  uyasamp  fiwu carrying the  intended 
olapau^cpst  iotopfStd,  feytheaMistaneei  of*  third 

TpmfcOMO )*hC;[  -)l!)  i* Lif./tOJ  V'j.’j  !' T 

•*  ’d®*  *****  «W osvedy  off  a*o  Ami  4m*  Ae 


house.  and  in  a  shorttime  was  flowed  by  Met- 
cair,  who  was  warmly  received  by  the  supposed 
bridegroom  and  company;  The  tankard^ 
briskly  round,  with  *  Success  to  the  intended 
couple  ;  m  which  toast,  it  may  readily  be  be- 

cn  j  wtC,aif  Joined  then»  “ost  heartily ;  but  it 
filled  Metcalf  with  such  thoughts  that  he  scarcely 
knew  how  to  carry  himself  in4he  affair,  though 
after  being  a  little  in  the  company,  he  came  to  a 
ttore  composed  state  of  mind.  Having  stayed 
till  it  was  near  dark,  he  thought  it  time  for  put¬ 
ting  business  into  a  proper  train.  Going  then  to 
a  pubhc-house,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
world  s  End,  he  enquired  for  the  ostler,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  steady  fellow ;  and  after  obtaining 
from  this  man  a  promise  either  to  serve  him  in  an 
apair  of  moment,  in  which  he  was  .engaged,  or 
keep  the  secret,  he  related  the  particulars  of  his 
assignation,  and  the  intended  elopement ;  to  for- 
ward  which  he  desired  him  to  let;  him  have  his 
masters  marc,  which  he  knew  would  .carry 
double.  This  agreed  on,  he  requested  the  fur¬ 
ther  service  of  meeting  him  at  the  Raffle-Shop 
at  ten  o  clock.  >  A  whistle  was  to  be  given  by  the 
first  who  got  there,  as  a  signkl.  They  met  pretty 
punctual  J;and,  Metcalf  asked  him  if  he  saw  a 
star,  meaning  the  light  before-mentioned ;  he 
said  he  did  not :  but  staying  about  half  an  .  hour, 
and  the  light  not  appearing,  it  caused  some  little 
doubt  in  Metcalf's  mind  respecting  the  affair,  jin 
a  little  tune  the  Marwas  in  the  place  appointed. 

inSJLhein  a*eW_i°r^rds  the  house  whel» 

aas  laid,  and  left  the  horses  at  a  distance. 


Onthe^dddrbbing  Open&l  by  thelady/heasked 
her!  if  she  was  ready  ;  to  which  she  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  At  that  time  it  was  not  a  matter  of 
so  much  difficulty  to  g^et  married  as  H  is  at  tom- 
scot;  and  they,  with  only  the  trouble  Of  riafcg 
twelve  miles,  weiie ;  united.  Hit  over-night’s  exe¬ 
cution  made  him  rather  thoughtful,  having  got  a 
bird,  but  no  cage  for  it.  ; 

While  he  was  musing  oh  this  subject,  an  ac¬ 
quaintance^  who  made  one  of  the  intCtided  bride¬ 
groom's  company  the  evening  before,  came  op, 
and  asked  him  to  take  a'  glass  with  him.  Met¬ 
calf  quickly  guessed  what  his  business  was,  but 
adjourned  with  him  to  a  private  room, 'seemingly 
concerned.  *  Metcalf,'  said  he,  *  a  strange  thing 
has  happened  SinCe  you  were  with  us  last  night, 
concerning  Dolly  Benson,  who'  was  fo  liate  bear 
married  this  morning  to  Anthony  Dickinson. 
You  are  suspected  of  knowing  Something  about 
the  former  ;  and  1  shall  briefly  state  to  you  the 
consternation  which  her  disappearance  has  Occa¬ 
sioned,  and  the  reasons  why  suspicion  foils' upon 
you.  This-  morning  early,' the  bridegroom  went 
to  Knareeborough,  and  informed  the  Rev.  Mr; 
Collins  that  be  and  his  intended  wife' Were  coming- 
that  forenoon  to  be  married.  In  his  absentee  Mrs 
Benson  and  her  other  daughter  begata^  to  prepare 
breakfaut  ;  and  obser  ring  that  Dolly  lay  very  long 
in  bed,  her  mother  desired  that  riie  mleht  be 


|k*»  *,  rryfe. 

Sif  if 

T  ^^nW.  ®8ga?i  «¥Wfj  fcdbe/yeryjrfttioaffl* 

»*«.S«gK! 

iUMtflwpting t*dn?w  wfjter^r^kfi^.awd.o- 
«  y  ^  iren^cr&eparo  ,*1*1  f»e4j»fced  itbe 
well  -Her  brother  then  tfpfcfanfc  aadjiwd*  *, 

*^t°“  Hf?d’ 40  a  <yo»Hlg»«»  Who  haddliiWtly 
P®*  , .  addresses  to  be*,j>  and  inferming  him  of 

jte^jff?88  ‘ke  f«nil35»  begge4  bo  w«uldigive 

uifoOTnatioa,  if  .  in  hw  power.  ^  young  man 
immediately  asked  if  he  had  Seen  Blind,J*ck :;  he 
Jiiw^red,  that  you  were  at  the  Oljk  l*et  nigh* 

hUfitf01  '“• th®,  k«*;*ugp*t  ,*#».  The  othw, 
h^Tf*£^8\Sted-n  the  «PW»  thaf  you  were 
hMy<*)  Iebow  whew,tbbf|ri>l  i,**/  7  .  ,, 

t .  ;  <Metoalf (put  an  end  to  theji*rmtiw  by  ram 
i*f»W(!>W -wnce;  you  saw  roe  last,  night  F  «£ 

^  ?  ifcWa  dutyrtwdon* 

<^tho^  ^4^he  had, tended,  be^pUed 
theaofimt  pbretes  he, was  maaier-of  ierf  ebitaS 

Sf*  ‘Mugh  then?  bon,  rmf 

Mr«.,B9nsen,  ae  the  distance 
in  cwgra«tapew,  .whom  be  eDuld  aot.  prdaiuL  eo 
oali. father  and  mother?  and  wished  themm  be* 

of- obtaining  their  tom* 
^t^h^de4^n|^^lie',b|p«ppuV9  he  ,had< !  tdken  ? 
hef?wtmld  make  them  -the .  beet  ewpendb  irt  itki 

*£$*■****& A?*  ,  +Jhj  meagengnr  tle&nMeacalf*' 
afei  .f^portod  .th^tdeclarat^  fo  H“|rnriiiii;  hat 


4tor.*ere4u  w^ph*aed<rt 
Been  at  the  sight  of  their  building  in  — fill  (iiawl 
in  the  height  of  their  passion,  declared  they 
,^irp  d^  tqifitbgjf  fnet^ith  ^fev-I 
,,(^he  poor  forlprn, dftpawtediTao- 
m&wi  k¥iWM%  Mr.  gepspafs  fs*t*  jr-Wheta 
the^  jgot  near .  hip, .  hqiqe [  .thfjp  hoard  ■  two  mH  Of 
SWWii  ***<!»  thp»e  of  J^rewwodaad,  Kirby  *«re*^ 
*W«> rnwmfeu  ^pec^alipni  .the*!* i<*l  *f ,thd 
Bride  and  bridegroom.  The  reason  of  Hanmniftt 
bells  ringing  was,  Dickinson  had  lived  there  a  lit- 
tJf  whilfi-befbre ;  but  the  sound  was  more' like 
that  ef  a  knpU  to  hhn,  wbo  feU,fBom ,  bfexKorse 
through  .aognisb,  but  nv^s  relieved  tbrouch  the 

kind  attention  of  his  friend.  ,,Itt  now  _ m 

matter  of  wonder  that  she  should  have  preferred 
arWiwi  naan  to  Dickinson;  ah  e  being,  nt»  bandsdtne 
a. woman  as  any;  in  the  country.  (A  lad»/l*a*hnr 
a&k^  .her  why  she  refused  so  many  gjobd  rbfinra 
for*  BundJack,  ahe  anawared,  ‘Because,!,  donld 
nnt  M  happy  wrthwut  hinvf.  .And  hlemKnm » 
particularly  questioned,  she  replied,  «  fBsfcetibn* 
are  so  singular,  and  his  spirit  so  manly  and  enter¬ 
ic*?#'.*11?  I  conld  notha^JilfHig  W’  Mfet- 
calf.  heu^j  mterrqga^  ah  his.)Part,  how  he  had 
contrived tanbtaintthe  lady,  readied,  that  many 
women  were  like  liquor-merchant,  ^thd«*rcbn«K 
ed  spirits  above  proof,  knowing  that  they  could 
a*}  home  l  and- due  he  thought* toHM 
aoeppatwhy  mahy^aonako,  -got 'n  wife  while  ,ybnr 


wwyddmothejy  *fld  Tartar  Jade  wi Hi  mm 

gnotat.  ■lUlbirnrl  '•  r: 

■  ‘I*  ■■'  "••  ■  “i a  .....  .. 

In'  the  year  1745,  Jack  entered  the  military 

zvrrzr*-***  to  «*** 

the  Sfe°tch  rebels ;  (and  was  present  at  thebattfe 
o  Preston  Pans.  He  distinguished  himself  by 
2  »«8of  bravery  and  was  noticed  particularly 
by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  arid  the  aommandfr* 

.  CC  r $ 

About  a  year  after  their  return,  a  vacancy  hap¬ 
pening  m  the  representation  for  the  city  of  York, 
the  citiaens  sent  for  Mr  Thompson,  and  unani- 
moudy  elected  him,  free  of  expense;  1  -  « 

he  o  t  ..  U  m  "  ,  ;  r  Jbnoi  ...  . 

A  short  time  aft4r  this  the  hiilkia  was  raised, 

and  ne  was,  as  his  mmV  wM  u:_  l. 


it  was  also  customary  with  him  to  buy  horses 
for  sale  in  Scotland,  bringing  back  ’  galloways  in 
return  ;  and  in  this  traffic  he  depended  on  feeling 
the  annuals  to  direct  his  choice. 

u  ’ 

♦  Jf  *  !l*°  enlaged  Pretty  deeply  in  contraband 
ade,  the  profits  of  which  were  at  that  time  more 
considerable  than  the  risk*  T  in  the  year  1755, 
Meteau  commenced  a  new  employ.  He  set  up 
a  stage^ waggon  between  York  and’  Khare£ 


borough,  being  the  first  on  that  road,  and  con* 
ducted  it  constantly  himself,  twice  a- week  in :  the 
summer-season,  and  once  in  winter;  and  this 
business,  together  with  the  occasional  conveyance 
of  army  baggage,  employed  his  attention  until  the 
period  of  his  first  contracting  for  making  roads, 
which  fitted  him  better.  He  disposed  of  bis 
draught  and  interest  in  the  road  to  one  Guisely. 

He  made  betwixt  Huddersfield  aad  Wakefield, 
ten  miles  of  a  road,  and  received  for  it  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred  pounds.  On  the  road  to 
Manchester,  he  made  a  bridge,  twelve  yards  span. 


and  received  for  it  about  three  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds ;  and  from  Dock-lane-end,  to 
Ashton-under-Line,  and  part  of  the  road  from 
Ashton  to  Stockport*  and  from  Stockport  to  Mor- 
tram-Langdale ;  the  length  of  the  whole  being 
about  fifteen  miles,  including  drains,  arches,  and 
walls ;  for  which  he  received  two  thousand  two 
hundred  pounds.  He  then  made  eight  miles  of 
road  from  Randalcalbred,  in  the  road  from 
Chapel-le-Frith,  to  Macclesfield,  and  made  seve¬ 
ral  bridges  in  the  same  road,  for  which  he  recei¬ 
ved  two  thousand  pounds :  he  made  six  miles  of 
road  from  Congleton  to  Red  Bull,  entering  into 
Staffordshire,  for  which  he  received  three  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds ;  and  many  other  similar 
contracts,  for  which  he  received  proportionate 
sums. 


In  the  summer  of 1778,  the  much-loved  partner 
of  his  cares,  died  of 'a  rheumatic  complaint,  after 


5532* 8*».w«  ^  *PiiSZ 

•  •,  W&hiiv  ..!  9>no  jns  , turns  --.  ;  i nn 

ofrpMMB  W.VwlaWise;1 

ar»d  >?viog  ^  eqgigetuefits .  to.  «nq$>y  .hi*.  att«n- 

sSk^JSU^t  ^  ^  S^JT*  me^ng,^ 

S'7b  Ti  W-  .wd  hav^g  learned  the 
height,  he  could  easily  tell  what  number  of  square 

y*W  wem  *«f*tateed  io  ft»,ia»ne  to  five  hundred 

s 


HfiwM  Witeg  at  Spof- 
^i.una  J^isJhouse  was  Jkeypt 


receiyi 


[^^.^p^nt  ,half,a,ye^r  sohappijy,  he 
^ajrpan^,^  at  ^  in  thAJ)a,r . 

Ms  preseat  wordy  mast^e.  .  J  , 

S  jdero;is  a  ro^d  which 

»flfc  **d  thU>oad  -he  clearly 
T--  WiE  yprs  had  esl^y^d^ioce.. 


session 


«ittt  .  rn  rri  ;  r*r“T 

reGOllerle^  though 
*$  had, gone  /that  v.^  _ 

h!f#w<iw 

a^mipm  mj  <*e ,  %swg 

^*D  ^a£  ^e^bove  jasapaion/  At 
he  stayed  several  JUghts.  ^luU  we 
add,  were  spent  in  tWe  most  agrefeab..  ,  uc 

^eavootote  te  ^ake.  hk  fiddle  speak  thesags- 

W°h,  and  hilarity  ,  felt  %  its  owner.  ;  ‘  ,  * 

Returning 'to  Yorlc,  he  spent  a  few  nights  at 
the  house  of  another  of  his  friends,  in  the  same 
cheerful  manner ;  from  hence  he  set  out  on  the 

8$.  10#ed  to  Green 

fir  to  Thfi*'  ~ 

^  a  half,  be»|j 
(He  fytyal  thi 
lit  morning,  tl 
nf  Sir  Thai 


So  reten$ive,wpp( 
f‘(rhft;djl«i»yefle4,‘ 
ytaMfer 


Hammerton,  op  his 
about  three  bAgfes  a: 
proceeded  m^^im 
to  KnarestiOaitij^h  fl 
being  the  birth-da 
eldest  son,  htressh 
worthy  Baronetl£ 

Here  he  closed  the  festivi 
after  a  tour  of  some  weeks  ai 


night,  and  so 
s  tftth ;  which 


FVorti  theriee  he~? 
forth,  wheie  he 
■whom,  no  -doubt, 
last  tour ;  but  ik 


ir  occurred  alter 
He  enjoyed  the 
perfect  possession-  of  hie  mental  faculties,  and 
could  converse  with  ease  and  propriety,  and  still 
enjoyed  the  society  of  his  friends,  until  the  month 
of  April,  1810 ;  on  the  27th  of  which  month,  this 
extraordinary  character  finished  his  life,  in  the 
ninety-third  year  of  his  age ;  eighty-seven  of 
■which  he  was  in  perpetual  darkness;  yet  the  Al¬ 
mighty  had  endowed  him  with  abilities  to  under¬ 
take  and  complete  a  number  of  contracts,  not 

interior  to  any  experienced  'engineers.' 

J  r  ° :  .  ■  •  \  ra;yix!i  ,uui 

At  the  time  of  his  decease  his  descendants 
were  four  children,  twenty  grand-children,  and 
ninety  great  and  great  grand- children.  r 
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